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movements accidentally set swinging a delicately-hung
piece of loose woodwork over the porch that formed part
of a whispering-gallery.

Mr. Luscombe Searelle, a well-known South African
theatre manager, learnt that Churchward was free from
engagements, and he straightway offered him a retainer
to work in his houses.

Shortly before the Jameson Raid, the painter sailed
for Table Bay and started life on the Diamond Fields.
Cecil Rhodes was all-powerful there at the time, and
the great man took a liking to the whimsical scene-
painter, who asked him for help.

Mahmoud the Fortunate had always felt interested
in freak jewels* He owned strange specimens of rubies,
emeralds, beryls, opals and other crystals. Being at
Kimberley he wanted coloured diamonds. Rhodes pre-
sented him with a pink one, and left special orders at
De Beers that Churchward should be given a chance of
acquiring any available "fancy" gems.

For another pastime Hedley liked to hunt precious
stones in the mines * discarded sorting heaps where he
sometimes discovered specimens which less gifted
searchers had overlooked. Following an oriental custom
he had a whole number of choice jewels mounted round
the outside of a beaded purse made in a Cairo harem.

But perhaps the oddest of all his pastimes was the
breeding of chameleons, which could be seen in all parts
of his house.